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cordials which should brace our sinews and recruit
our strength ?
Let these pretended advocates for reason at length
then confess their folly, and do justice to the superior
wisdom as well as goodness of our heavenly Instruc-
tor, who, better understanding our true condition,
and knowing our frowardness and inadvertency, has
most reasonably as well as kindly pointed out and
enjoined on us the use of those aids which may
counteract our infirmities; who, commanding the
effect, has commanded also the means whereby it
may be accomplished.
And now, if the use of the affections in religion,
in wmeml, be at length shown to be conformable
to reason, it will not require many words ^/^ ^
to prove that our blessed Saviour is the just object of
proper object of them. We know that ou£ «?m
love, gratitude, joy, hope, trust, have all a^°wm'
their appropriate objects. Now it must be at once
conceded, that if these appropriate objects be not
exhibited, it is perfectly unreasonable to expect that
the correspondent passions should be excited. If
we ask for love, in the case of an object which has no
excellence or desirableness; for gratitude, where no
obligation has been conferred; for joy, where there
is no just cause of self-congratulation; for hope,
where nothing is expected; for trust, where there
exists no ground of reliance ; then, indeed, we must
kiss the rod, and patiently submit to correction.
This would be indeed Egyptian bondage, to demand
the effects without the means of producing them. Is
the case then so ! Are we ready to adopt the lan-
guage of the avowed enemies of our adorable Saviour;
and again to say of him " in whom dwelleth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily," that " he hath no
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